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then be discharged to the sea floor or on land after approximately 14 to 21 days since the toxicity level 

has been substantially reduced and no visible sheen will be present.  

    Whole mud can be captured in a separate skiff. The OSE ll mixture is added in a volume equal to 

the oil volume. A small air hose submerged in the container will add O2 and increase the remediation 

process. In approximately 14 to 21 days or so the container will be free of hydrocarbons, and the 

contents can be returned to the sea (or discharged on land) without any adverse effects to the 

environment. OSE ll will also eliminate the flammability of fuels on surface spills in approximately 3 

minutes, which becomes a safety feature for rigs as well. 

 

    These are simple instructions that will give you an idea of how OSE ll can help solve the cuttings 

and drilling mud disposal problems associated with your company’s operations. 

*OSE ll can prepare protocols for specific applications if requested. 

 
ONSHORE AND OFFSHORE DRILL CUTTINGS DISPOSAL 

REMEDIATION WITH OSE ll 
 

ONSHORE 
 
    Regulations / Current Practices - Regulations vary based on country and even on the specific rig 

location, but generally it is safe to assume that OBM (oil base mud) or SBM (synthetic base mud) 

cuttings cannot be discarded at the drilling location. The drill cuttings must be trucked to a landfill or a 

waste management company where the cuttings can be treated and reused or discarded. This practice 

is often very expensive and influences the entire drilling program. To avoid this additional expense, oil 

companies often chose to drill the well with a water base fluid that presents less environmental 

concerns. Unfortunately, this often increases the risk of drilling problems since water base fluids do not 

provide the inhibitive properties of an oil base mud. 

    OSE ll Advantages – OSE ll can be applied to oil base or synthetic base cuttings eliminating all oil 

toxicity. When the cuttings are exposed to OSE ll (50/1 mixture, water/OSE ll) toxicity is significantly 

reduced in only a few hours). OSE ll converts the oil to CO2 and water. The cuttings are then safe to 

deposit in any landfill or reused. These cuttings can be used for road spreading, landfill cover, fill 

material and in the preparation or future drill pads. The cuttings also have application to damaged or 

low quality soil since they will aid in horticulture.  

    Drill Cuttings Remediation Procedures – Equipment and procedures can be adapted to any 

drilling operation.  

Earthen Pit  

1. In some cases a deep earthen pit is dug where the cuttings are deposited. In this case, the pit 

can be lined with plastic if needed. 
2. Either the operator or the rig contractor will arrange for a 150 bbl tank to be available for the 

mixing of OSE ll and untreated water. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnZM3AYNSdI



